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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . In response to the U.S. Patent Application Ser. No. 10/727,087 filed on Dec. 02, 
2003, clainis 1-22 are pending in the application. 

Examiner's amendment 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 ,312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The claim has been amended as follows: 
In claim 6, line 1 , change "the reset circuit" to - a reset circuit -. 
The examiner's amendment has been made in order to place the application in a 
condition for allowance. 

Priority 

3. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. This office acknowledges receipt of the following items from the Applicant: 
Information Disclosure Statements (IDS) filed March 22, 2004. 

5. Information disclosed and listed on PTO 1449 was considered. 

Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
Claims 1-22 are allowed. 
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Satin et al. (US 6,845.029), Satin (US 6.426,910), Kim (US 5.912,841) and Ha 
(US 5,852,580) disclose a fuse and latch circuit similar to that of the present application, 
but fail to teach: 

"a fuse read circuit coupled to the fuse and a reset indication signal, the fuse 
read circuit sensing the state of the fuse; and a transfer circuit, coupled between the 
fuse read circuit and the latch, for isolating the latch in response to a read operation 
caused by the reset indication signal such that the state stored in the latch remains after 
the reset indication signal indicates completion of the read operation" as claimed in the 
independent claim 1 ; or 

"a flash cell read circuit coupled to the flash cell and a reset indication signal, the 
flash cell read circuit sensing the state of the flash cell; and a transmission gate, 
coupled between the flash cell read circuit and the latch circuit, for isolating the latch 
circuit when the reset indication signal is inactive and allowing the state of the flash cell 
through to the latch drcuit when the reset indication signal is active" as claimed in the 
independent claim 9; or 

"an inverter coupled to the node to invert the logical high state to a logical low 
state; and a transmission gate, coupled between the inverter and the latch circuit, for 
isolating the latch circuit when the reset indication signal is inactive and allowing the 
logical low state through to the latch circuit when the reset indication signal is active" as 
claimed in the independent claim 13; or 

"a logic control circuit coupled to the node and the reset indication signal, the 
logic control circuit generating a programmed state control signal and an erased state 
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control signal in response to voltage level of the node and the reset indication signal; a 
first control transistor, coupled to the programmed state control signal, that puts the 
latch circuit into the programmed state when the programmed state control signal is 
active; and a second control transistor, coupled to the erased state control signal, that 
puts the latch circuit into the erased state when the erased state control signal Is active" 
as claimed in the independent claim 16; or 

"reading the ^se state; if the fuse state is in a programmed state, storing a logic 
low state through a transmission gate into a latch circuit; resetting the memory device; 
and reading the logic low state from the latch circuit without precharging the latch circuit 
from the fuse" as claimed in the independent claim 18; or 

"reading a state of the cell; latching the state into the latch circuit; isolating the 
latch circuit from the cell; resetting at least a portion of the memory device; and reading 
the state from the latch circuit without precharging the latch circuit from the cell" as 
claimed in the independent claim 19; or 

"a fuse read circuit coupled to the fuse and a reset indication signal, the fuse 
read circuit sensing the state of the fuse; and a transfer circuit, coupled between the 
fuse read circuit and the latch, for isolating the latch in response to the reset indication 
signal such that the state stored in the latch remains after the reset indication signal 
indicates completion of a reset operation" as claimed in the independent claim 20. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicants must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comment on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance". 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANH PHUNG whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1883. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 AM to 4:30 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, RICHARD ELMS, can be reached on (571) 272-1869. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding Is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Art Unit: 2824 
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